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Virtual mental health codes 
Amendments to virtual mental health codes have been unveiled: 

• HSC 08.19CW will change from “per full 15 minutes” to “per 15 minutes or major portion 
thereof” 

• New fee codes for virtual group and family therapy services will be introduced at the 
same rates as in-person equivalent codes 

• A new fee code for virtual psychiatric treatment of complex patients will be introduced 
• Prolonged virtual consultation and prolonged virtual repeat office visit or scheduled 

outpatient visit codes will be introduced for skill codes that are currently eligible for select 
prolonged services 

Changes to the Claim Assessment System (CLASS) are underway. Read the bulletin. 

 

Reminder: Calgary Zone webinar 

A recording of the Calgary Zone’s latest webinar can now be watched online. The virtual event, 
which took place on Monday, October 16, featured pharmacological treatment for alcohol use 
disorder, joint injections and immunization. A physician FAQ and slides (alcohol, immunization) 
are also available. 

 

Enhanced lipid reporting 
Enhanced lipid reporting is now available via a lab-based screening tool that has been added to 
general lab requisitions.  

The tool is the Framingham Risk Score (FRS). When clinicians use the FRS on lab requisitions, 
they will receive an enhanced lipid report back from the lab that includes the FRS result, lipid 
panel and treatment guidelines. More information. 

Let’s Talk Cholesterol: Let’s Talk Cholesterol, a tool developed by family physicians, 
specialists, and patients to support evidence-based cholesterol management, is now available 
online. Check it out. 

 

http://www.specialistlink.ca/
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/58a224a2-0fed-4b1e-b8d5-9f6cf70450c6/resource/0ec10631-dd28-489c-b291-27a6503fbf7f/download/hlth-ahcip-bulletin-med-266-2023-10-23.pdf?_cldee=fxSVyp_KcWLv0p1uHNWgcDPEYVJAbBjehEjnM1GP4JWE47O8gTxVsgtd-8mW3mrJ&recipientid=contact-bc24f1a805b3e811a826000c29ee8689-32f53cf60b5d42bb9faed67d1cfdd282&esid=9fb24c1d-ba72-ee11-a887-000c29ee8689
https://youtu.be/eVDU_jNZ87E?si=B7X4lp1EgdnkU60H
https://www.specialistlink.ca/assets/2023-10-16_Webinar_FAQ.pdf
https://www.specialistlink.ca/assets/CZ_PrimaryCareWebinar_Oct16_2023MGedits.pdf
https://www.specialistlink.ca/assets/CZ_PrimaryCareWebinar_Immunization-1697471263.pdf
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/scns/Page14096.aspx
https://cholesterol-tool.ucalgary.ca/
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Notification duplication issues 

Solutions are being sought to reduce or avoid duplication of information received by physicians 
and teams via eNotifications and Connect Care. 

Alberta Health, Alberta Health Services and the AMA are exploring potential changes to tackle 
the issue, which involves eNotifications from Community Information Integration and Central 
Patient Attachment Registry (CII/CPAR) and summative notes such as discharge summaries 
received via Connect Care. Solutions are expected to be announced in early 2024. 

 

Quick links 
E. coli outbreak over 
An E. coli outbreak that was linked to more than 350 confirmed cases has been declared over. 
Eleven original sites that received food from a central kitchen are all off outbreak status. 

Grant program 
The Canadian Medical Association’s Health Care Unburdened Grant program is offering grants 
to implement ideas that help physicians reclaim lost time and improve patient care. The 
application window is open until Tuesday, December 12. More information. 

 

http://www.specialistlink.ca/
https://www.cma.ca/our-focus/administrative-burden/health-care-unburdened-grant
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