
primary care

with Dr. Christine Luelo



Have your say: 
Health care reform
• Online feedback
• Town halls / in-

person consultation
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Home care
• Collaborative conversations with 

home care on how to best to
communicate with primary care 
provider 

• Lots of new discharge projects 
(hospital at home, one care path, 
etc.) 

• Palliative home care specific 
challenges

• zonemedicaldirector@calgaryareapcns.ca 
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Alberta Surgical Initiative – ASI
• Rapid Assessment clinics (RACs) will address five 

conditions: Soft tissue knee problems, shoulder problems, 
low back pain, OA hip and OA knee

• Appropriate patients will be offered assessment when 
referred via FAST; no cost to the patient

• RAC assessments will include a specialized assessment, a 
conservative management plan (if non-surgical) and one 
reassessment to evaluate progress

• Patients with surgical issues will be sent to an orthopedic 
surgeon

• There is a plan to offer RAC assessments to appropriate 
patients currently on ortho wait list

• Urology: AHS continuing to follow up on referrals. 
New fax # is 1-833-627-7023
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Alberta Surgical Initiative – ASI
• General surgery central access 

went live TODAY 
• All general surgery referrals will now 

go to FAST (facilitated Access to 
Surgical Treatment)

• No more “whack a mole”
• We negotiated minimal 

requirements to allow for 
appropriate triage
o See referral pathway (Specialist Link)
o 1-page form to go with your letter 

allows for system tracking
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Screening for life – colorectal cancer
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Screening for life – lung cancer



Immunization gaps 
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• Routine vaccinations in Calgary Zone 
at 77%

• Ask often:
o Consider role your team could play
o Check NETCARE 

• Our trusted voice still makes a 
difference 

• Especially concerning:
o Measles
o Pertussis – dTap 

• Newcomers can take paper records to 
public health for verification and entry

• Local community health center or 811 
• MOH.Calgary@ahs.ca 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Please take any opportunity to ensure children are up to date on their routine vaccines.
Recommendations from a trusted primary care physician to receive vaccinations have been shown to be extremely important in increasing uptake.
It is especially important to increase vaccine coverage across the population to prevent the spread of vaccine preventable diseases such as measles and pertussis

Measles – travel related OR unvaccinated communities 

Pertissis  - Dec newsletter 
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What’s new on Specialist Link?
• Transgender Health tele-advice launched
• Obstetrics & gynecology, now separate 

tele-advice lines
• NAFLD updated
• Perianal provincial pathway added

Coming soon…
• Neurology access
• Headache & migraine
• Abnormal uterine bleeding (adult & pediatric)
• Ovarian cyst (adolescent)
• Fibromyalgia

specialistlink.ca 

http://www.specialistlink.ca/
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